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Review the outcomes that are related to the "critical & integrative thinking” competency area. Select the ones that you believe you hawve either achieved or
wrestled with. In the space under the appropriate outcomes you have worked toward completing, write a reflection in which youw:

1) Consider situations inside and outside the classroom in which you hawe wrestled with one or more of the outcomes related to critical & integrative thinking.
This could be a particular assignment, individual or group project, activity, service experience, conversation, discussion, disagreement, or even a personal
thought process you underwent.

2) Describe various situations inside or outside the classroom in which you were prompted to work on one or more outcomes related to critical & integrative
thinking. ¥You do not necessarily need to have achieved the outcome to discuss it. [Mote: While most students describe one situation for each outcome, some
students hawe engaged in a particularly rich learning experience that addresses multiple outcomes. If you take this option, refer your reader to the appropriate
description by writing something like, "Please see abowve description of Tier 1 outcome.”]

After you write a reflection for an outcome, please attach any documents {e.g., assignments, photos, videos) that provide evidence/support for the work you
hawe done for the outcome.

Tier 1: Identify and analyze two or more |egitimate perspectives on an issue.

Since the beginning of my high school career instructors have been teaching me to think critically and analyze differing viewpoints on various issues. My
progress in this area began to show when | was a junior in high school and took adwanced placement language and composition. This was the first course | took
that was focused completely on discussion. Instead of teaching a pre-planned lesson ever day, the teacher would instead find a controwersial issue that had
recently received high amounts of media coverage and simply start the class by announcing his position on it. He then left the class to debate with one another
and only spoke when it was necessary to keep the discussion going. As we learned to critically analyze different viewpoints on a conversational level, we then
began to do in class writings that required us to do this in a2 more elegant and structured manor. At the end of the year, our skills in this area ware than tested
with an out of class paper. | wrote mine on the issue of stem-cell research, and included a modified version of that same paper as part of my application to the
Miami honors program.

‘While rmy ability to analyze critical issuwes continued to improve through my senior year, the next major step | took was during the first semester of this

year when | took the honors section of Classical Mytholoegy 121 and History of Western Civilization 121. These classes were both based entirely on out of class and

im class essays. Although papers in both of these courses often dealt with historical isswes, my classical mythology professor assigned the first essay that truly

applied to rmy life. This was a paper based on Euripides’ Bacchae, a play written about a mythic conflict betweaen an ancient king and the wine god Diomysus that is
filled with metaphors for the roles of drinking in Greek culture. After reading this play, we ware than asked to write an essay comparing the roles of drinking in the

societies of ancient Greece and modern America. While writing this paper | had to first determine the good and bad aspects of alcohol in society. | then had to
determine how the ancient Greeks and modern Americans balanced these and compare tham wit each other. Because drinking is wery common on college
campuses, this experience allowed me to examine both the good and bad sides of this sccial activity, which still aids me in making smart decisions regarding it.

Tier 2: Compare and contrast two or more disciplinary ways of understanding knowledge; make thoughtful connections between these ways of
understanding knowledge as well as between your academic and perscnal experiences.
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