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Role Strain and Self-Interest



Boundary Work

● A framework for understanding how 
professional groups (scientists, doctors, 
lawyers, journalists) use rhetoric to demarcate 
their areas of expertise in order to win the 
approval and recognition of public, political, 
and legal authorities

● Two theories of ideology
○ Role strain
○ Self-Interest

Thomas F. Gieryn, “Boundary-Work and the Demarcation of Science from Non-Science: Strains and Interests in Professional Ideologies of Scientists,” American 
Sociological Review 48, no. 6 (1983): 781–795.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cBT6jpdbghh5aZ7t_Sr8cwtd9EjOHbnB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cBT6jpdbghh5aZ7t_Sr8cwtd9EjOHbnB/view?usp=sharing


Role Strain and Self-Interest

Gieryn, “Boundary-Work and the Demarcation of Science.”

● Role Strain
○ Social roles are critical to social systems, but conflicting demands and competing 

expectations can create imbalances within social or professional groups.
○ Consequently, members of such groups formulate ideologies as a means of 

alleviating the resulting role strain.
● Self-Interest

○ Ideologies are utilized as tools by particular social groups to promote their 
political or economic interests

● Role strain enables rhetorical flexibility, self-interest guides the selection of which 
rhetorical move to make.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cBT6jpdbghh5aZ7t_Sr8cwtd9EjOHbnB/view?usp=sharing


Journalism Educators



American Association of Teachers of Journalism 

● 1912
● Professional organization for 

individual journalism educators
● Hear lectures, discuss papers, 

collect statistics on schools and 
courses taught in journalism

● Minutes to meetings published in 
Journalism Bulletin beginning in 
1924

● All meetings from 1924 to 1950

“Minutes of Meeting held at Columbia University, December 29, 30, 31, 1925,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1926. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fB3GB3LcZfaG_KfADSF2RRvOjeDhxcpw/view?usp=sharing


● 1917
● Recognize top programs
● Principles and Standards (1924)
● Eventually partnered with industry to 

create American Council on 
Education for Journalism, 1944-1945

● Minutes to meetings published in 
Journalism Bulletin beginning in 
1924

● All meetings from 1924 to 1950

“Minutes of the American Association of Schools and Departments of Journalism,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1927.

American Association of Schools and Departments of Journalism

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18efH_Yx_LroKCc67Xi4VmkwO-Z0MqmrG/view?usp=sharing


● Oral History Tapes and Transcripts 
1912-2003

● “How responsive have journalism 
schools been to publisher demands 
for professional training in the 
curricula? Has this been a healthy 
pressure on schools of journalism?”

● 15 oral history interviews

Fred S. Siebert, interviewed by Robert V. Hudson, April 21, 1970, Mss 154AF, Box 50, Folder 17, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication 
Records, 1912-2003, Madison, WI; Curtis D. MacDougall, interviewed by Richard A. Schwarzlose, October 6, 1970, Mss 154AF, Box 50, Folder 8, Association for 
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication Records, 1912-2003, Madison, WI.

AEJMC Records

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YCHCnIrE8MSqDeemelrTFMLdceaIpVFT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YCHCnIrE8MSqDeemelrTFMLdceaIpVFT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B2mh2XryIe8VRK6klPthkG2MMUlAmxSz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B2mh2XryIe8VRK6klPthkG2MMUlAmxSz/view?usp=sharing


● 1922
● Limited to editors in cities of 100,000
● Canons of Journalism (1923)
● Eventually partnered with educators 

to create American Council on 
Education for Journalism, 1944-1945

● Minutes to meetings published in 
Problems of Journalism

● All meetings from 1923 to 1950

Problems of Journalism: Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting, American Society of Newspaper Editors (Washington, D.C.: The Society, 1923).

American Society of Newspaper Editors 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wj1P1T8gVthjUVNU2JlhrbI1ja3R-DEf/view?usp=sharing


● Editor & Publisher (1901-2015)

● The Quill (1912-2013) 

● Annotated Bibliography of Articles 
on Journalistic Subjects in 
American Magazines in Journalism 
Bulletin 

● All bibliographies from 1930 to 1950

Editor & Publisher at https://archive.org/details/pub_editor-publisher; The Quill at https://archive.org/details/pub_quill; Ralph Casey, "An Annotated Bibliography of 
Articles on Journalistic Subjects in American Magazines,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1930.

Trade Press

https://archive.org/details/pub_editor-publisher
https://archive.org/details/pub_quill
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qi7d98ilzTuVf0CTWC-eKlIXTt0xqPO2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qi7d98ilzTuVf0CTWC-eKlIXTt0xqPO2/view?usp=sharing


Journalism Education



1924 Principles and Standards Adopted by AASDJ and AATJ

“Official Notices,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1924.

● Written by the AASDJ Council on 
Education

● 12 standards for journalism 
education

● Examples:
○ Journalism organized as a separate unit
○ Course offerings in reporting, copy 

reading, editorial writing, the writing of 
special articles, history of journalism, 
and the principles, or ethics, of 
journalism, and the law of the press

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sk7wsE2ndX1CVOlWr-iqPHV1drenchet/view?usp=sharing


1926 Constitution Adopted by AASDJ

“Official Notices,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1927.

● Minimum staffing requirements related 
to rank and number

● Process for programs to join AASDJ

● New: “No school, course, or 
department of journalism shall be 
eligible for membership in this 
Association unless it has complied 
with the following requirements.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rMdn2i_9faq0Hl-UMKogOSlw_SaUk69s/view?usp=sharing


1927 Survey of AASDJ Programs

“A Survey of Instruction in Journalism,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1928.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TbfbFITEv-XWE6Zppt2B4QE9fVimRMHS/view?usp=sharing


1927 Survey of AASDJ Programs

“A Survey of Instruction in Journalism,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1928.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TbfbFITEv-XWE6Zppt2B4QE9fVimRMHS/view?usp=sharing


1928-1929 Report by Journalism Quarterly 

“Journalistic Education in the United States,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1929.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S3DVPgxKSB_qwMw4rkYX2y8-27QS14th/view?usp=sharing


1928-1929 Report by Journalism Quarterly 

“Journalistic Education in the United States,” Journalism Bulletin, January 1, 1929.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S3DVPgxKSB_qwMw4rkYX2y8-27QS14th/view?usp=sharing


1930 survey of ASNE 

“Editors Appraise Journalism Schools,” Editor & Publisher, October 11, 1930.

● “Do you believe that the teaching of 
journalism in universities and colleges is 
making “better journalists, who will make 
better newspapers, which will better serve 
the public,” to use the phrase of Joseph 
Pulitzer?”

● “In picking technically untrained young 
men and young women as potential 
reporters, do you give preference to those 
who have college or university training?”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UwC6fiFPRaR42LG2ZVJA6BlvVCMZ0kbH/view?usp=sharing


1937 Trends in AASDJ Curricula

“Trends in Curricula in AASDJ Schools,” Journalism Bulletin, December 1, 1937.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/102Pclfj0dXstrMywpeR_ED8IYNmnRfOS/view?usp=sharing


1937 Trends in AASDJ Curricula

“Trends in Curricula in AASDJ Schools,” Journalism Bulletin, December 1, 1937.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/102Pclfj0dXstrMywpeR_ED8IYNmnRfOS/view?usp=sharing


1937 Trends in AASDJ Curricula

“Trends in Curricula in AASDJ Schools,” Journalism Bulletin, December 1, 1937.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/102Pclfj0dXstrMywpeR_ED8IYNmnRfOS/view?usp=sharing


1941-1942 Survey of AASDJ Programs

“Quantitative Survey of AASDJ Schools And Departments of Journalism,” Journalism Bulletin, December 1, 1945.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_W9YSEkBQuRNeKjw0JoTjAVyJrSgsfu/view?usp=sharing


Administrative and 
Curricular Matters



Administrative Matters

● Curtis MacDougall
○ Journalist 1918-1942
○ Head, journalism courses at Lehigh 

University 1927-1931; Graduate 
Assistant at University of Wisconsin 
1931-1933; Professor at Northwestern 
University 1942-1971

○ President, AATJ; Vice President, AEJ; 
ACEJ representative

● MacDougall commented on the 
importance of autonomy in an oral history 
interview

Curtis D. MacDougall, interviewed by Richard A. Schwarzlose, October 6, 1970, Mss 154AF, Box 50, Folder 8, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication Records, 1912-2003, Madison, WI.

“Now here at Medill, we were tied up with the 
Commerce School. For the first fifteen years or more 
of the school's existence we were tied up with the 
Commerce School. And that didn't make much more 
sense than the English Department. And we had to 
wait until the dean of the Commerce School died, 
before we made a break and that was one of the 
things when Dean Olson came here he was able to 
start off afresh, we were on our own. We've got to be 
on our own because we're not popular- Journalism 
Education has never been popular on any campus 
that I know of.”

-Curtis MacDougall to Richard A. 
Schwarzlose, October 6, 1970 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B2mh2XryIe8VRK6klPthkG2MMUlAmxSz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B2mh2XryIe8VRK6klPthkG2MMUlAmxSz/view?usp=sharing


Administrative Matters

● John Stemple
○ New York Sun 1929 to 1936
○ Head of Indiana University’s 

journalism department 1938 to 1968
○ President of Sigma Delta Chi 
○ Secretary-treasurer of the ACEJ
○ President, AASDJ 

● John Stemple receives a letter from the 
Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Selatie E. Stout, to John Stempel, March 5, 1940, Indiana University School of Journalism Chair’s records, 1922– 1976, Indiana University Archives, Bloomington, 
IN.

“We can frankly recognize, I think, there is no such 
body of systematized knowledge in journalism as 
there is in law or medicine for example. It is not 
really a field of scholarly endeavor. That is the 
reason for certain limitations that were set about it by 
faculty in admitting journalism as subject of major 
study [...] It was felt that there was simply not 
enough intellectual meat in the subject to make a 
proper major by itself. Professor Piercy used to wish 
to give graduate degrees in journalism. I have never 
been able to see that that would be anything but a 
travesty upon graduate study and scholarship.”

-Dean Stout to John Stemple, March 5, 1940

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ENAilLbhc1IfG0WQmsOd3mRIHYKytlSU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ENAilLbhc1IfG0WQmsOd3mRIHYKytlSU/view?usp=sharing


Curricular Matters

● Arthur Howe
○ Editor, Brooklyn Eagle, 1915-1931
○ ASNE, Committee on Schools of 

Journalism, 1923

● Howe commented on expectations 
for journalism education at the 1923 
ASNE meeting

Problems of Journalism: Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting, American Society of Newspaper Editors (Washington, D.C.: The Society, 1923).

“The value of a well-conducted school of journalism 
lies, first, in the work it does in discouraging the entry 
of the unfit; second, in the fact that it relieves the 
newspaper of much in the way of technical training; 
and, third, in the education it gives the student in 
those supporting courses which are peculiarly useful 
to him and which tend to make him a better thinker, a 
better writer and a more intelligent observer.”

-Arthur Howe at the 1923 ASNE meeting

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wj1P1T8gVthjUVNU2JlhrbI1ja3R-DEf/view?usp=sharing


Curricular Matters

● Norval Neil Luxon
○ Professor, Ohio State University 

1928-1942; Dean at University of 
North Carolina 1953-1964

○ Secretary-treasurer of the AATJ and 
AASDJ; President, AASDJ; Chair, 
ACEJ; President, AEJ

● Luxon commented on the industry’s 
impact on journalism education in 
an oral history interview

Norval Neil Luxon, interviewed by Maxwell McCombs, September 26, 1971, Mss 154AF, Box 50, Folder 7, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication Records, 1912-2003, Madison, WI.

“In their formative year--possibly hoping to curry 
favor with editors and publishers--some schools 
responded to suggestions, requests, or demands 
from newspapermen and added courses of doubtful 
academic status to their curriculum.”

-Norval Neil Luxon to Max McCombs, 
September 26, 1971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBvV3zVY3Eieh5dMSasVwDbMot028UQL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBvV3zVY3Eieh5dMSasVwDbMot028UQL/view?usp=sharing


Curricular Matters

● Fred S. Siebert
○ Professor at University of Illinois 

1927-1957
○ Professor at Michigan State 

University 1957-1967
○ President, AASDJ

● Siebert commented on the industry’s 
impact on journalism education in an 
oral history interview

Fred S. Siebert, interviewed by Robert V. Hudson, April 21, 1970, Mss 154AF, Box 50, Folder 17, Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication Records, 1912-2003, Madison, WI.

“Certain schools have been very responsive and 
others have not. So that you can't generalize on
this. And in some places the responsiveness has 
produced a better program and in other places it has 
tended to deteriorate the program and made it very 
much like a trade school. So that you can't 
generalize education as a whole, but you have to 
take each Individual school and analyze how 
responsive it was and whether it had good or bad 
effects.”

-Fred S. Siebert to Robert V. Hudson, 
September 26, 1971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YCHCnIrE8MSqDeemelrTFMLdceaIpVFT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YCHCnIrE8MSqDeemelrTFMLdceaIpVFT/view?usp=sharing


Conflicting Demands, Competing Expectations

● Administrative matters

● Curricular matters

● Industry versus the Academy 

● Competing models in AASDJ

● Policy/practice mismatch in the 
AASDJ



Strains and Interests in Journalism Education

● Role Strain 
○ Administrative matters
○ Curricular matters
○ Industry versus the Academy 
○ Competing models in AASDJ
○ Policy/practice mismatch in the AASDJ

● Self-Interest 
○ Journalism educators invoke their methods, 

stock of knowledge, values, and work 
organization to win support and/or defend 
autonomy

Nate Floyd, “Role Strain and Self-Interest in the Rhetorical Style of Journalism Educators in the Interwar Period,” American Journalism Historians Association 
Annual Conference, Columbus, OH, September, 2023.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4EN8bpT2mBOTggu-iD49BSADyWooKqt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4EN8bpT2mBOTggu-iD49BSADyWooKqt/view?usp=sharing


Floyd, “Role Strain and Self-Interest.”

Rhetorical Style

● The industry
● The academy
● The federal government
● Class B programs
● Class C programs
● Trade schools
● Correspondence schools

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4EN8bpT2mBOTggu-iD49BSADyWooKqt/view?usp=sharing


Conclusion



Conclusion

Floyd, “Role Strain and Self-Interest.”
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4EN8bpT2mBOTggu-iD49BSADyWooKqt/view?usp=sharing

