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What is a Zine 
Zine?



Traditionally, Zines Are:

★ Noncommercial
★ Nonprofessional
★ Small circulation
★ Self-published
★ Not created for profit
★ Associated with counter cultures and 

marginalized peoples
★ Handmade, often with a DIY or collage 

aesthetic
★ Use both text and image - either original or 

found/appropriated



Using zines to 
teach the ACRL 
Framework
(Or how zines demonstrate that 
authority is constructed and contextual 
and that information has value)



Wertz Art and 
Architecture 
Zine Archive

Zine 
Workshops



Authority is Constructed and Contextual

Disposition: question traditional notions of 
granting authority and recognize the value of diverse 
ideas and worldviews



Traditionally, Zines Are:

★ Noncommercial
★ Nonprofessional
★ Small circulation
★ Self-published
★ Not created for profit
★ Associated with counter cultures and 

marginalized peoples
★ Handmade, often with a DIY or 

collage aesthetic
★ Use both text and image - either 

original or found/appropriated



Punk Zines

Jamie Reid, God Save the Queen, 1977

Jamie Reid (1977), God Save the Queen, Isis Gallery, Hove, UK



Coke Ad, 1970Tony Drayton, Editor, Ripped and Torn: 15, February 1978

Tony Drayton. (Feb, 1978). Ripped and Torn: 15. Retrieved from: https://soccochico.com/catalogue/ripped-torn-
no15

Coke. (1970). It’s the Real Thing. Retrieved from:
http://www.vintageadbrowser.com/coke-ads-1970s



Riot Grrrl 
Zines

Kathleen Hanna, Riot Grrl Manifesto, Bikini Kill: 2, 
1991
Kathleen Hanna, (1991). Riot Grrrl Manifesto, Bikini Kill: 2, Retrieved 
from: https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/riotgrrrlmanifesto.html



Social 
Justice Zines

Alex Creep
Nancy: A Queer Zine 1
2011

Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
Portland
Unbroken Black and Free
2017

Black Lives Matter Portland. (2017). 
Unbroken Black and Free. Retrieved from: 
https://blacklivesmatter.com/blm-portland-
has-launched-a-zine/

Alex Creep. (2011), Nancy: A Queer 
Zine. Retrieved from: 
https://salfordzinelibrary.co.uk/library/na
ncy-a-queer-zine-1/



Assingments
Assignments



Feminist Remix

★ Women and Gender Studies class
★ Each student received an old Vogue 

magazine (from 1940-70s) weeded 
from our collection and was given 
some time to look through them for 
patriarchal and heteronormative 
messages

★ Students then challenged these 
messages by making a collage-based 
zine from their Vogue that 
deconstructs its power narratives

Ellie Krug. (2019). No 
You Don’t Complete Me. 
Wertz Art and 
Architecture Library Zine 
Archive, Miami, Ohio.



Deconstructing Disability 

★ Disability in Literature course
★ Students had a one-shot zine 

workshop at the library
★ Incorporated what they learned 

into their final group project
★ Groups created a zine that took 

the perspective of one of the 
characters with a disability they 
read about in the course

Vanessa Rivera, Allie Kist, and Guetan Li (2019). El Deafo. Wertz Art and 
Architecture Library Zine Archive, Miami, Ohio.



Information has Value

Disposition: See themselves as contributors to 
the information marketplace rather than only 
consumers of it



Zine Archive:



Thank you!
Stefanie Hilles, Arts and Humanities Librarian

Wertz Art and Architecture Library
Miami University

hillessa@miamioh.edu


