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McLeod, D. M. (2007). News coverage and social protest: How the media's protest 
paradigm exacerbates social conflict. Journal of Dispute Resolution. 2007(1).

The Protest Paradigm



5Lippmann, W. (1946). Public opinion (Vol. 1). Transaction Publishers.

Walter Lippmann’s Public Opinion (1922): “The world outside and the pictures in our heads”



Media Effects
Social or psychological responses 
occurring in individuals as a result 
of exposure to media messages.

6
Tsfati, Y. (2011). “Media Effects.” Communication. 
doi: 10.1093/obo/9780199756841-0081



Framing

•“to frame is to select some aspects of a 

perceived reality and make them more 

salient in a communicating text, in such a 

way as to promote a particular problem 

definition, causal interpretation, moral 

evaluation, and/or treatment 

recommendation for the item described.” 

Robert M. Entman, "Framing: Toward clarification of a 
fractured paradigm," Journal of communication 43, no. 4 
(1993), p. 52
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Types of frames 

● Episodic frames

○ Event-based news reporting

○ Focused on individual actors

● Thematic frames

○ Broad perspective, highlighting context

○ Focusing on trends and collective 

outcomes

Shanto Iyengar, Is Anyone Responsible?: How Television Frames Political 
Issues,(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991). 
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Episodic frames 



Types of frames 

Thematic frames 



Visual framing

● Images
○ Accessible 

○ Less intrusive than words

○ Powerful 

○ Emotional reactions 



Visual framing and content analysis 

● “the systematic, 
objective,quantitative 
analysis of message 
characteristics”

Kimberly A. Neuendorf, The Content Analysis Guidebook, (Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications, 2002), p.1 



Visual framing and content analysis 



Visual framing and content analysis 

● Actors
○ Protester
○ Police

● Power
○ Readers gaze
○ Space

● Legitimacy 
○ Emotion
○ Weapon
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Our worksheet 







1. Students will be able to explain the protest paradigm and its 
role in news coverage of social justice movements. 

2. Students will be able to define media framing and can apply 
content analysis to recognize what frames are conveying 
about social justice protests in the news.

Student Learning Outcomes



1. Introductory Activity on the Protest Paradigm
2. Media Effects and Visual Framing Mini-Lecture
3. Modeling Content Analysis in News Images
4. Think-Pair-Share on the Images From the Black Lives Matter 

Images and the Protest Paradigm
5. Summing up the Lesson

The Lesson Plan




